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Andi Steele, a professor at the Lamar
Dodd School of Art, currently has an
installation at the school called
"Convolution."" (Renee Brock * The
Red & Black)"

You are here: Home - Variety - Art catches students off-guard

Art catches students off-guard

By RENEE BROCK on July 3, 2003

Sculptures and art installations don’t usually surprise people with their
presence, but Andi Steele’s work, “Convolution” does just that.

Located in the Lamar Dodd School of Art’s main gallery, “Con
volution,” made of strings of mono filament (fishing line), spans the
length of the 35-foot gallery.

The piece, which resembles the strings of a giant harp, has the subtle
beauty of the instrument it calls to mind.

And because the piece is made of fishing line and has an invisible
quality, people are taken aback by “Convolution” when they nearly
walk into it on their way to class.

“I like the invisibility of the material. It makes you stop and look,” Steele
said.

Steele’s interest in making people conscious of their surroundings
helped to inspire the work.

By observing viewers of the piece, one can see Steele has
accomplished this goal with “Convolution.”

People can no longer walk to class blindly with their heads down.

They now have to be aware of the fluid installation that is made visible only by the gallery lights which
illuminate it.

Once some students see Steele’s work, they stop and take it all in, some saying, “I would have never seen it if
it hadn’t been for the gallery lights.”

Due to its partial division of the gallery space, Steele said in her artist statement that “it alters the viewers
perception of and movement through the room … bringing attention not only to the sculpture, but also to the
space itself.”

Steele also has an interest in architectural psychology, which can be reflected in the piece.

This particular branch of architectural study looks at the seemingly set standards in architecture that we no
longer noticed.

For instance, most ceilings are eight feet in height, but we only perceive the height if it is altered, Steele said.

“By altering architectural standards just a tad, we alter perceptions,” Steele said.

The artist said that she is not trying to be “preachy” and tell people how to look at the world because she said
that she sometimes walks blindly through it herself.

She acknowledges that “there is a lot to be seen and we run right through it and don’t notice.”
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